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Ā  Hot  Links:

Ohio  Politics  Now:  What  we  know  about  Gov.  John
Kasich's  budget  proposal

Ā  Corrections
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Ā  Obituaries
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Ā  Planning  commission
approves  new  Huntington
Bank

Ā  Business  owner  trying  to
make  some  noise  about
sound  wall

Ā  New  report  shows
Americans  sacrifice  to  pay
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Ā  Rausenberg's  video,  girls'
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Ā  Delaware  Buehler's  last
day  is  Feb.  13

Ā  Worthington  schools  to
keep  but  tweak  IB  program
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chase
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Tri-Village  bus  route,  stops
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Gov.  John  Kasich

A  look  at  what  is  happening  in  Ohio  politics  and  policy  today:

Gov.  John  Kasich  will  unveil  his  two-year  state  budget  today  but  quite  a  bit  has  already  been  revealed.  Here’s
a  look  what  we  know  so  far:

Tax  cuts:  One  million  small  businesses  will  see  their  income  taxes  eliminated  and  3  million  low-income  and
middle-class  families  will  see  a  reduction  in  their  income  taxes.

Tax  increases:  Kasich  proposes  an  increase  to  the  “5.75  percent  state  sales  tax,  expand  the  sales  tax  to  cover
various  services  that  currently  aren’t  taxed,  elevate  the  cigarette  tax  by  as  much  as  $1  a  pack  and  up  the
commercial-activities  tax  on  larger  businesses,”  as  well  as  increasing  the  severance  tax,  Dispatch  Public
Affairs  Editor  Darrel  Rowland  writes.

Still,  Ohioans  will  net  a  $500  million  tax  cut.

Medicaid:  Kasich  isn’t  asking  lawmakers  to  consider  Medicaid  expansion  because  it’s  already  been
authorized.  But,  he  is  proposing  some  changes  that  include  co-pays  and  premiums,  Dispatch  reporter
Catherine  Candisky  writes.
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MORE  ARTICLES

Favorite   Print  Story   

Infant  mortality:  With  Ohio’s  infant  mortality  rates  among  some  of  the  worst  in  the  nation,  the  governor
wants  to  get  “extra  medical  care  to  all  young  women  who  live  in  at-risk  areas,”  (Cincinnati)  Enquirer  reporter
Chrissie  Thompson  writes.

Charter  schools:  The  governor  wants  to  reform  the  state’s  20-year-old  charter  school  system  by  improving
the  quality  of  sponsors  and  allowing  schools  two  new  funding  sources,  including  allowing  charter  schools  to
seek  local  tax  levies  from  voters,  according  to  Cleveland  Plain-Dealer’s  Patrick  O’Donnell.

Higher  education  reform:  He  also  wants  to  allow  2-year  community  colleges  the  opportunity  to  award  4-year
degrees  for  some  in-demand  jobs  as  well  as  give  students  college  credit  for  life  experience.

***

Federal  budget:  Not  only  will  we  get  a  full  look  at  the  state  budget  today  but  President  Barack  Obama  will
propose  a  $4  trillion  budget  that  includes  a  $478  billion  public  works  program  for  highway,  bridge  and
transit  upgrades,  the  Associated  Press  reports.

“The  grab-bag  of  proposals,  many  recycled  from  past  Obama  budgets,  already  is  generating  fierce  objections
from  Republicans,  who  control  both  chambers  of  Congress  for  the  first  time  in  his  presidency.  They  will
move  ahead  on  their  own,  mindful  they  eventually  must  strike  a  deal  with  Obama,  whose  signature  is  needed
for  the  budget  to  become  law.”

***

Gray  area:  Social  media  is  a  gray  area  for  lawmakers  and  lacks  formal  ethics  laws  governor  what  is  OK,
Dispatch  reporter  Jim  Siegel  writes.  The  issue  came  up  again  after  Rep.  Anne  Gonzales  tweeted  about  her
real  estate  business  from  her  account  that  she  uses  as  a  state  representative  last  week.  The  tweet  was  later
deleted.

***

Middle  class:  Dispatch  reporter  Jessica  Wehrman  explores  the  role  the  middle  class  is  playing  in  politics
lately  with  both  Democrats  and  Republicans.  “Both  sides  are  focusing  on  the  same  socioeconomic  group,  but
that’s  where  the  agreement  ends.  Obama  and  the  Democrats  are  calling  for  policy  changes  such  as  a
minimum wage  increase   more  access  to  affordable  health  care  and  free  community  college.  Republicans,
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***

What  we  are  covering  today:  We  will  bring  you  the  latest  news  on  both  the  state  and  federal  budget  and
how  the  proposals  could  affect  you.  Look  for  updates  at  Dispatch.com.

***

Follow  @OhioPoliticsNow  on  Twitter  and  like  Dispatch  Politics  on  Facebook

meverhart@dispatch.com

@meverhart26
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